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this book is composed of transcriptions of radio interviews conducted by the voice of america

with african authors from 1974 1978 a total of 78 interviews were broadcast in the series from

1975 1979 the series itself was organized by voa african division special projects officer lee

nichols the programs were produced by the production branch of the voa african division page v

this 1976 book provides both a historical survey and a critical analysis of the literature in french

from west and equatorial africa professor blair begins by discussing the social educational and

political influences which led to the formation of the negritude movement and to a flowering of

french african creative writing this historical approach is then complemented by a study of the

different literary genres she traces the evolution of the first manifestations of literary activity in

french by african writers the written folk tale fable and short story from the oral tradition of the

indigenous culture and the eventual appearance of the novel with a legendary or historical

theme the origins of french african drama are considered for the first time and the work of the

minor poets analysed finally professor blair attempts a definition of the french african novel and
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studies examples from three major periods from the 1930s onwards

perspectives on translation and interpretation in cameroon is the first volume of a book series of

the advanced school of translators and interpreters asti of the university of buea it opens a

window into  the  wide dynamic and interesting area  of  translation and interpretation in  a

multilingual cameroon that had on the eve of independence and unification opted for official

bilingualism in french and english the book comprises contributions from scholars of translation

in the broad area of translation comprising the concept of translation and its pedagogy the

history of translation and the state of the art of translation as a discipline profession and practice

the book also focuses on acquisition of translation competences through training and chronicles

the history of  translation in cameroon through the contributions of  both cameroonian and

european  actors  from the  german through the  french  and  english  colonial  periods  to  the

postcolonial present in their minutia rich original and comprehensive the book is a timely and

invaluable contribution to the growing community of translators and interpreters in africa and

globally

this anthropological study offers a crucial contribution to scholarly debates about the making of

african modernity by considering the implementation and reception of gender reform in the west

african context historically attempts at implementing gender reform in west africa have been

met with suspicion beyond the perception that such reforms subvert traditional structures of

authority and community many worry that these efforts are inextricably connected to western

imperialism and  colonialism ludovic  lado  s  the  politics  of  gender  reform in  west  africa

examines the politics of a legislative process entirely driven by the state and meant to narrow
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the gender gap in ivorian society lado discusses the legislative processes by which states have

sought to reduce the gender gap between men and women probes the potential impact of this

reform on the condition of women by exploring the practice of civil marriage in abidjan and

assesses the reception of the reform among catholics and muslims in côte d ivoire throughout

this readable and engaging study lado examines how the relationship between secular powers

and religious authorities has determined the direction gender reforms have taken although the

predominant focus in this text remains on gender reforms in côte d ivoire lado also discusses

their correlates in niger senegal and mali he shows that the success or failure of gender reforms

in west africa has relied on the interaction of various power relationships that structure the

international national local religious and domestic arenas within which west africans go about

their lives the book concludes with an informed reflection on the relationship among religions

the state and gender reforms that highlights some of the issues at stake in the domestication of

hegemonic modernity in africa

shame is one of the most frequent underlying emotions expressed throughout sub saharan

african literature yet studies of such literature almost universally ignore the topic in favour of a

focus on the struggle for independence and the postcolonial situation encompassing a search for

individual national and ethnic identities and questions of corruption changing gender roles and

conflicts between so called tradition and modernity shame however is not antithetical to these

investigations and in fact the persistent trope of shame undergirds many of them this book

locates these expressions of shame in sub saharan african literature and shows how its diverse

literary representations underscore shame s function as a fulcrum in the mutual constitution of

subject  and community  on the continent  though shame research is  dominated by western
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definitions and theories this study emphasizes the centrality of african conceptions of shame in

ways that notions of western subjectivity dismiss or cannot capture
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